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The Historic Grotto
in Hemrenhausen Gardens
with new decorations

by Niki de Saint Phalle




The Gardens

The Herrenhauvsen Gardens, comprising G
garten, Welfengarten, Berggarten and the Grosser
Garten, are some of the most beautiful parks in
Germany. The Baroque Grosser Garten was begun
in 1684 and laid out in its present form between
1626 and 1714 by the Electress Sophie. It is one
af the few EBuropean Barogue pardens to have
retained its characteristic structures

in their origingl form.

The Grotto

The Grotte was built in the northwest carner of
the Grosser Garten in 1676, [ts three reoms were
griginally crnamented with shells, crystals and
minerals to create a place of enchantment and
refuge from the heat of the day, but this
intention was soon abandoned, the decorations
were removed in the 1Bth century, and for many
years the building was used as a store. After struc
tural restoration for the 2000 Weorld Exposition,
between 2001 and 2003 the Grotto was given a
new i r according te plans by Miki de Saint
Phalle. ofect was made possible by generous
suppart from the Allianz insurance company's
envirenment foundation and other sponsars.

The Work of Art

The octagonal middle room and the two adjeining
rooms to the right and left are completely coverad
with mopsaics of coloured glass and mirrors, pebbles
and many painted figures on the theme of

"The Life of Man and Woeman'.

The spiral ernamentation around the pillar and
walls of the entrance room symbolises "Spiritual
The Mirror Room, on the theme of "'Day and Life',
contains over 40 relief figures, examples from
almost all of Niki de Saint Phalle’s stylistic periods.
The Blue Hoom is devoted to 'Might and the
Josmos'y briphtly-coloured female figures dance

in the intense blue of the night sky and reach for
the stars. Windows and doors ofthe Grotto are
ornamented with grills, specially designed by the
artist, also inlaid with plass and mirrors.

The Artist

Miki de Saint Phalle has been a well-known
personality in Hannover since he
appeared on the bank of the River Leine in the
city centfe in 1974, At first execrated as an
artistic scandal, within a few years these three
exuberantly buxom ladies had become a famous
ity landmark. In the avtumn of 2000 Niki de
Phalle pave almost 400 of her works 1o

t's Sprengel Museum.

¥
Hann

[he Tamous artist and hororary eitizen of the
City of Hannover died in May 2002, one year
before her work in the Grossees G
completed, She had, however, discus
artistic details with ker assistants, making it
possible for them to complete the Grotts as
her last work of art
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